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A QUICK REVIEW

We Hold These 
Truths to be Self -
Evident: 



A QUICK REVIEW

We Hold These 
Truths to be Self -
Evident: 

that all men are 
created equal



OUR QUESTIONS TONIGHT

Is there a difference between citizenship and 
equality? Where does freedom fit into that?

Why is temperance a womanõs issue?

What are you hoping to learn today?



A QUICK REVIEW

At the Second 
Constitutional 
Congress, 55 
men came 
together to 
create a new 
nation. 



JOHN ADAMS

One of those 55 
men was John 
Adams, well 
known for his 
stands on liberty. 



ABIGAIL ADAMS

Unlike the rest of 
these men, he 
was married to a 
formally 
educated 
woman.



ABIGAIL ADAMS

She was 
smart, and 
enabled 
him to be 
gone long 
periods of 
time 
without 
problems.

JOHN ADAMS



ABIGAIL ADAMS

But she also 
was not shy: 
in March 
1776 she 
exhorted 
John to 
òremember 
the ladies.ó 

JOHN ADAMS



MARCH 1776 ðAS THE DECLARATION WAS 
BEING CONSIDEREDòI desire you remember 

the ladies, and be more 
favorable and 
generous to them than 
your ancestors.

Do not put such power 
in their hands. 
Remember, all men 
would be tyrants if they 
could.ó



MARCH 1776 ðAS THE DECLARATION WAS 
BEING CONSIDEREDòIf particular care 

and attention is not 
paid to the ladies, we 
are prepared to 
foment a rebellion, 
and not hold 
ourselves bound by 
laws in which we 
have no voice.ó



ABIGAIL ADAMS             1744- 1818

She was not advocating for the 
vote ðbut she was strongly 
supporting that women had a 
right to be educated, to hold 
property, and to be ôequals.õ

She also supported the abolition 
of slavery.  



WAS SHE SUCCESSFUL?

ÅThe original Constitution did not mention 
equality. (Slavery is also not mentioned) 

ÅIt does mention ômen.õ 

ÅThus, women, like slaves, and Indians, do not 
ôexistõ politically. 



WHAT WERE WOMENõS RIGHTS IN 1776?

ÅBefore 1776, women could vote in some 
colonies. Afterwards, only in New Jersey. 

ÅWomen do not have the right to own property. 

ÅCourts routinely uphold menõs rights over 
women.  This included treating the woman like 
property. 

ÅCourts frequently found men ônot guiltyõ in 
cases involving crimes against their wives.



ABIGAIL ADAMS

Abigail, as Adamsõ partner, 
challenged many things.

Her education allowed John to 
avoid the financial problems 
Jefferson and others faced when 
they left their farms and 
businesses.



ABIGAIL ADAMS

Abigail, as First Lady, changed 
many more ôaccepted practices.õ

Some did not sit well with 
Congress. 

She involved herself in political 
discussions of the day. òShe is Mrs. 
President of the countryé. It is just 
not right.ó   



ABIGAIL ADAMS                           1744- 1818

On leaving the White House, she 
continued to be active in 
discussions via letters with many 
prominent political figures, and 
as she had while in office, 
offered her opinion on politics 
and politicians. 



JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

Last term, we discussed that 
during Jacksonõs time in office, 
democracy expanded greatly. 

Voting rights were extended to 
non -property owners, and 
citizenship is expanded on 
many fronts. 



JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

Womenõs Rights is not one of 
them. 

While some freed Blacks would 
vote in some states, women 
were still excluded. 



1820-1850

Women were expected to 
confine themselves to the 
home and church, and to only 
be involved in womenõs issues. 

Temperance was the only 
ôacceptedõ national issue, 
though many became 
involved in the abolition cause.



1830-1850

Thousands of women 
became diligent activists in 
the abolition movement, 
writing articles. 

The Grimke sisters spoke to 
mixed audiences ðand the 
clergy soundly 
condemned them for 
ôunwomanly behavior.õ

Angelica and Sarah Moore Grimke, originally 

from Charleston, popular for speeches on first 

hand views of slavery in the South.  By 1838, they 

were writing  Letters on the Equality of the Sexes, 

and the Condition of Woman . They would 

inspire Lucy Stone, Lucretia Mott, and others. 



EQUALITY? LIBERTY?

Both sisters were expelled 
from the Quaker faith. 
Two days later, Angelina 
spoke passionately to a 
Philadelphia antislavery 
convention while a mob, 
who later burned the 
building, raged outside.



EQUALITY? LIBERTY?

Both sisters were expelled 
from the Quaker faith. 
Two days later, Angelina 
spoke passionately to a 
Philadelphia antislavery 
convention while a mob, 
who later burned the 
building, raged outside.

"All I ask of our brethren is that they will take 

their feet from off our necks and permit us to 

stand upright on the ground which God 

intended us to occupy" - Sarah Moore Grimke



CHANGING TIMES

Facing discrimination 
within the movement 
itself, many women 
came to see the 
similarities between 
womenõs rights, and 
the rights of slaves.



EQUALITY? 

In 1840, at the first 
worldwide abolitionistõs 
conference, Lucretia 
Mott and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton were 
refused seats on the 
floor by male 
abolitionists because 
they were women.

Lucretia Mott                       Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

met at the World Antislavery Convention in 1840.  

Stanton was on her honeymoon.  Both would 

become womenõs rights activists due to their 

treatment there.



EQUALITY? 

Stanton, in Boston, would 
be influenced by 
association with the key 
thinkers of the day:  
Frederick Douglass, William 
Lloyd Garrison, Louisa May 
Alcott, and Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, among others.



EQUALITY? 
Margaret Fuller, educated and 
early teacher, became first 
editor of the transcendentalist 
journal The Dial under Horace 
Greeley in 1844. She became 
known as the ôbest read 
personõ in New England, and 
was first woman allowed to 
use the Harvard Library. (!)



Fullerõs ardent advocacy for the 
rights of women, specifically to be 
educated, and to the right to be 
employed, was a major influence, 
due to her prominence in 
newspapers, and her associates.

Her essays are still considered 
seminal works on womenõs issues.



CHANGING TIMESBy 1846, these women, 
and their activities in 
New York and 
Pennsylvania were 
having an impact. Both 
states would pass first 
ever laws allowing 
women to KEEP the 
property they brought 
into their marriage! 


